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Abstract : Business negotiation faces new challenges after China’ s ent ry of WTO , particularly the interpretation
of the negotiation across two languages. It is believed that business negotiation between two languages is also a
negotiation between two cultures ,therefore , misunderstandings between the cultures will cause difficulties in

the understanding of business negotiation. Based on

Thomas” pragmatic failure’theory , this paper analyses the pragmatic failures in the interpretation of business
negotiation and points out some cross - cultural effects on the pragmatic failures. It is hoped that this analysis is

helpful for avoiding misinterpretations and
promoting a better communication across cultures.
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